
322 Part III  •  The Courts

prospective jurors is called a venire. The attorneys involved in the case, both 
the defense and the prosecution, question the potential jurors in a process 
called voir dire. In some states, the attorneys must submit their questions 
to the judge, who then questions the jury members. In other jurisdictions, 
the attorneys question the prospective jurors themselves. In either situation, 
the potential jurors may be asked in open court about their background, 
family status, profession, or any other factor that the attorneys believe may 
predict their ability to serve, as well as how they may judge the defendant. 
The attorneys try to determine if a potential juror has a bias or prejudice 
toward the defendant, and they attempt eliminate all members who might 
have a reason not to render an impartial decision. When the questioning 
is done, the attorneys can then select jurors who they feel are acceptable.

Both the prosecution and the defense have challenges that allow them 
to select jurors that are likely to support their sides. There are two types 

of challenges. A challenge for cause is a request by 
either the prosecution or the defense to remove a 
potential juror from serving because of a concern 
about that person’s ability to be fair and impar-
tial or to follow the judge’s instructions. This is 
intended to keep people who seem to have a con-
flict of interest or bias against the defendant off 
the jury. A challenge for cause must be ruled on by 
the judge, and if it is accepted, the potential juror 
is excused. There is no limit to the number of chal-
lenges for cause allowed, but the presiding judge 
must determine if the reasoning is valid.

The second type of challenge is a peremptory 
challenge. This is an objection to a prospective 
juror that may be exercised without any cause 

  
ETHICAL DECISION MAKING

THE CALL FOR JURY DUTY

Eddie Loft is preparing to celebrate his birthday with 
a well-earned vacation in the Pocono Mountains. After 
reviewing the nonrefundable plane reservations he made 
two days earlier, Eddie proceeds to open the day’s mail. 
He is surprised to see something from the courthouse 
and opens that envelope first.

The sentence “You are being summoned for jury duty” 
is printed in bold letters across the top of the envelope. 
Reading the letter, Eddie quickly realizes that he is 
being summoned to serve at the same time that he had 
planned on vacationing.

After connecting the dates, Eddie remembers that he 
had asked to be excused from jury duty on two prior 
occasions. After the second excusal, he was told that 
a third one would be granted only for serious health 
reasons.

YOU DECIDE

1.	 If you were Eddie, would you try to get out of jury 
duty a third time? Why or why not?

2.	 Why do you think individuals avoid jury duty?

The jury is charged with determining guilt or innocence.
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